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WHAT IS "GOFFEE NOT GOPS’?

Coffee Not Cops is a way to introduce strangers and
friends to the basics of abolition! In this zine we will learn
how to talk to people about:

- what abolition is

- why it is necessary

- and how to organize toward an abolitionist horizon!

WHO DO | DO THIS WITH?

Think of your Coffee Not Cops crew as an affinity group:

a circle of friends who understand themselves as an
autonomous political force. People who already know

and care for each other are in a good position to try things
out together. Any group of 3-5 friends can make

things happen!

FIND A GOMMON LANGUAGE

Get to know what each other is good at. Then, read and
discuss abolitionist texts together. A good study guide is at
abolitionjournal.org/studyguide/. Once you've established
a common language, you're ready to go into action!

Don't be afraid to do this if you're not fully prepared
The best way to build experience is on the ground
Try shit! Dare to fail! You can get better at this.
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SOME USEFUL Tipg \ NOW WHAT?

It's important to end the conversation with an ask - a way

1. Follow COVID safety guidelines! to mobilize those who are on board with abolitionist goals,
2. Don’t lecture at people: and bring them from allies into accomplices!
Ask lots of questions and find opportunities to direct Here are some waﬁs you can end the conversation:
the conversation. Have a good opening question, but - Ask to stay in touch and gather an email list
don't be afraid to ask and to share personally: how - Continue the conversation by starting reading groups
did you arrive at an abolitionist position? Often, good - Invite them to your weekly organizing meetings
entry points are personal and build onto the systemic. - Invite them to the next cops off campus protest

: . - Hand out zines and other materials. We prepared a half-
3. Agitate, Educate, Inoculate, Organize: . sheet with phone numbers for community alternatives
Follow the AEIO steps to move people from passion to 911 (a great resource is @whocanicall on Instagram)

to understanding, to counter-arguments, and finally,

towards having an ask (how can they get involved BUILD CONNEGTIONS WITH OTHER MOVEMENTS!

In what ways can you use the 5 D’s in other movements?

after the conversation?) Sex work: how does decriminalization of sex work
4. Meet people where they are! help keep our communities safe? .
Not everyone will walk away convinced. Remember Mental health: how does police abolition connect to
you are seeding the conversation, not trying to convert mental health? How do we avoid reformist solutions like
) diverting funds from police to social workers who may
people. Have 2-3 conversational routes prepped: replicate state policing?
1 for brief (5 min) conversations, 1 for sympathetic folks,  Climate and environmental justice: how is the demand
1 for skeptics. Have different aims: to have skeptics of defunding the police similar to the strategy of divesting

: : .. from fossil fuels?
leave with a better understanding of abolition; Reproductive justice: how does reproductive justice

to bring allies into organizing! defined as the Tight to have (or not have) children and to
5. GIVE OUT ABOLITIONIST SWAG safely parent, connect to abolitionist politics?

Have zines and materials to distribute & a sign up sheet tc
follow up! Hand out well-researched local alternative
numbers to call instead of 911.

6. Rinse, repeat, regularly!

7. Have fun, and don’t talk to the cops. Ever.
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PUTH WILSON GILMORE:
Abolition is not ol about “gbsence”
(e ffocts 4o dismantle c{eoﬁv\-mak]ng
\V\g-\'i+u+|'0vxs) but albout “PreSe,.f\cg"
(b\)\'\diwﬂ life-affirmim o‘r\d. \Pe-
QY\Q\D]\na commonties \n +heiv quce)_

ANGELA PAVIS:
Ao lition staves fo creatt “a wneww ;
conceptval deceain o an arra o
O‘F alternatives aat v\ v‘e%v'\‘(e
rodical havishormations ot many
ajPemLs of our goc\e—ij”

CRITICAL RES\STANCE * S
Abolirion s about “building a world witho uf”
iSON S, Po\‘ce, mildhary bases and  defention

centers , and ¥ 1S Qbout “\o\,\(div\j a woxld

2 W""\:FCL)N\M\M'Iﬂ Safety, nealtheare,

B ﬁudvaw%eed;)o\of, (aind S0 Fovin).

CRITICAL =
RESISTANCE-

Write your own
definition here:

Abolition is...
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(De mocratize
AAANANS :

Who controls the police? How are decisions
made? By whom? What is the level of actual
community oversight and control? What is the
relationship between the PD and the Police Union?

GENERAL EXAMPLES: .
Some organizers have argued for more civilian control,
glvmg communities direct power to abolish, restructure,
d

ownsize, or otherwise reconstruct their police

epartments. Civilian boards would have direct control
over hiring and firing, and the prerogative to set community
priorities and objectives for harm response.

UCPD TRENDS AND EXAMPLES:

hile in cities, we vote on council members,
mayors and county sheriffs that all have a saé in what
money and leeway the local police get, the UC has no
such s%/stem, except for the little representation that
we get on the Regents with student reps.

The UC is aware of >200 recent incidents involving

police use of force, yet only 2 case files have been released
publicly despite several requests. Cases belng withheld
includeé individuals suffering from broken limbBs after being
pushed bg/. an officer, individuals suffering from abrasions
and blee |n? in the mouth from officers, individuals being
jabbed and trampled by officers.

What if students had oversight over campus policing?
Even better, what if students had a say over what keéps
their community safe, through bP/sjcander trainings,
community defense, and mutual'aid? How might we re-
envision a'university where we keep each othér safe?

/\@/\@

15



UoI3elad1edUl SSew JO UOIIN}IISUl &Y}
ul Aiane|s panltasaid sey Juswipuswe Yig | 8y ‘Uoiedijiuspl
,Jeuiwiio, Jou ‘pazijerdel sy pue dojs ‘edue||loAins pazijeldel
:ybnouyy Buiyoled anejs wouy so160| sy smedp Buidijod utspop
~Lobe awn Buoj e jeyy 3, usem ing,,

'$1S9191Ul DIWOUO0DS S}YM 81epI|OSUOD pue pue| sAlleN
NTTIOLS a1elidoidxs 01 s:l)ue|og/\ PBUOI}OUES-91E)S Pa1ORUD
Juswadlojus me| ‘Ainjuad yig | piw syl u| ‘Buijod

uo uabunuod osje sem uoisuedxs pIeMISSAN

‘wa1sAs ane|s syl yum Bulk|dwod jou asoyy
uslealyy pue ysiund xg ‘seninbny pusysidde ‘sme|
BAB|S 8D2J04Us 0} pauwlo) atam Aay ] sjoned ane|s
ul pajeulBblio seouoy edijod 1si1} 843 ‘SN 9YL U|

49WDJ
Ayvworpargsur aae aoyed ay)

’ :syjuswnbue s|qissod @aiy) aie aloH
‘suonnisul Buioijod 01 jeuonepunoy aie Jayiel Ing ‘suoindedxs
10U a.ie 82UB|OIA pazijeldes pue sdod Jg||y MOy 1noge July]
a|doad djay 01 £ay s3] ‘swioje. solew pasu isnl eam Aes

[IIm Auelp “sdod pasu 1,uop am jeyy saibe ||Im suokians JON

{WYO43Y LON ‘NOILITO8Y AHM ‘I

In 18th century Euro
the police originate
times of crisis to control

eI
in

/‘fhe Po\ice

the supply of grain are a class
during food shortages gt dution
and to protect private '/

property. In the US, from
post-Civil War into the late 19th century, city
police departments increasingly turned their attention to
strike-breaking and brutally suppressing uprisings.
Invite people to consider globalpexamp es of policing
regimes such as in Chile, Colombia, India, Hong Kong
where the police have brutally cracked down on

peasant and Indigenous protests against neoliberalism.

Mct are nan-demw ocm‘hvc\g

Finally, invite people to consider how the
police have become the answer to a

whole range of activities that take power
away from communities to build democratic
forms of self-reliance and participation. Cops

claim that they are the answer to everything from sexual
assault to mental health episodes, but actually increase
trauma for victims. What it instead, we had democratically-
constituted neighborhoods and cities where people had
control over how to keep each other safe?
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How are police tasks understood to “protect and
serve?" How could communities be protected and
served instead?

Policing is typically organized into four main functions:
enforcing laws, preventing crimes, responding to
emergencies, and providing support services.

Why does one agency serve all of these needs? What if
these functions were disaggregated and allocated to
separate institutions?

EXAMPLES:

70-80% of “crimes” dealt with by UCPD, (for e.g. at
Berkeley, UCSD, and UCSD,) were about liquor and drugs.
Not only does UCPD spend minimal time dealing with
violent crime, they have also been cited for violations in
handling such minor drinking cases as crimes (a recent
Clery act review process at Berkeley led to them bein
fined over 2 million). Rather than Folicing drinking, what
if non-police entities in the school/dorm structure (e.g. RAs)
had harm reduction training? What if social workers
responded to cases of sexual harm?

PRIWATE
PROCERTY

RACIALIZ-ED
SORVEILLANCE

SEXWAL
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”"WHAT WOULD IT LOOK LIKE TO FOGUS ON REDUGING
HARM, RATHER THAN ON GRIME?”

This is a good question to pose, even to skeptics. To
imagine a world without police, we have to imagine a world
with caring relations that attends to harm at their root causes.

Instead of increasing the resources and budget

for policing, what if we committed to reparative

Fublic goods: education, healthcare, housing,
ree tuition, food for all?

U]

W

Instead of responding to drug and alcohol
violations with punitive citations, what if we
had community resources for harm reduction?

Instead of responding to reports of sexual assault 0
with armed police oH?cers that worsen trauma foro/
survivors, what if we worked to create strong, ) ‘s
supportive communities that provide long term o)
care for survivors, and community accountability )~
for those who do harm?

What if instead of looking to cops, we built the caring
communities that keep each other safe?
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Break down how we might organize |
towards police abolition with... )

Disarm

How are the police armed? With what?
According to what process or procedure
are weapons manufactured, acquired,
distributed, etc.?

GENERAL TRENDS:
Over the past several decades, local police have
become increasingly militarized. Federal
programs that provide surplus military
equipment to police depts that far exceeds
need. SWAT units, once used only for the )
most extreme situations, are deployed regularly.

CAMPUS POLIGING TRENDS AND EXAMPLES:

$su bstitute these facts with research
rom your own campus or context!) g

)
€

I

e

UCPD has been given assault rifles -
for the cost only of the shipping price -
from the federal government,

and have received military-style
training run by an arm of the
Department of Homeland Security

In the past.



